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Micun, Thomas

From: Amy%20Pagliarella [amy.e.pagliarella@comcast.net]
Sent:  Saturday, March 21, 2009 5:08 PM

To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Cc: foley.colm@beg.com

Subject: Currency Exchange at Lawrence/Western/Lincoln

To Whom it May Concern:

We are residents of the 47th Ward who are extremely concerned about the Currency Exchange planned for
the intersection of Lawrence, Lincoln, and Western Avenues. This busy corner marks the beginning of a
pedestrian-oriented walkway leading into the historic and beautiful Lincoin Square neighborhood. We often
walk along this section of the street with a stroller and our toddler and enjoy the locally-owned restaurants
and businesses. As storefronts become available along this street, priority should be given to local
businesses that enhance the neighborhood (similar to The Bookcellar, Cafe Descartes) rather than more
chains (such as Payless Shoes).

Further, a currency exchange may attract car traffic rather than foot traffic, increasing congestion in this busy
intersection. Cars turning onto Lincoln do not always realize the pedestrian nature of the area and drive too
quickly, posing a hazard to local residents. There is little parking, which will lead to people circling the area
and may hurt existing local businesses that rely on the few metered spaces available. If a currency
exchange wishes to locate in the neighborhood, there are other locations (such as on Western and
Lawrence) that are more welcoming to chain stores. This would be much more appropriate.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Mr. Colm Foley

Rev. Amy Pagliarelia

2108 West Giddings Street
Chicago, IL 60625

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: Ducharme, Glen [glen.ducharme@accountemps.com}

Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2009 3:50 PM
To: FPR, Currency-Exchange
Subject: Division of Financial Institutions - Western Union

Importance: High
To whom it may concern:

lHive at 5002 N. Western Ave., 25 and have recently been aware of the Western Union being installed at the corner of
Lincoln and Lawrence. | staunchly oppose this for several reasons:

Those lypes of businesses tend to attract a seedier overall element of clientele
Traffic, as stated in Alderman Schuler's Report, is already congested ot that corner
Parking in that area is also sparse and this would increase the problem

And finally there are a multitude of pedestrians that frequent that area, especially in the summer. many of which '
are families and small children

All of the albove will combine to make the neighborhood more dangerous, less attractive and will drag down already
low property values to boot. We Lincoln Square residents would appreciate any efforts you can make to prevent
Western Union from setting up shop at that corner.

Thank you for your time,

Glen Ducharme
Financial Specialist
Robert Half

Finance & Accounting
205 N. Michigan Ave., Ste. 3301
Chicago, [L. 60601
312.616.8367

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: GERALDINE VAN METER [gvanmeter@sbcglobal.net]
Sent:  Saturday, March 21, 2009 1:28 PM

To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: Currency Exchange on Lincoln and Laurence

[ feel that this is not an appropriate place for a currency exchange. This space is at the entry to Lincoln Square and
should house something that is representative of the Square. A Currency exchange would be fine up further on

Western, either direction on Lawrence or even farther up or down on Lincoln but not at the entrance to Lincolen
Square.

Geri Van Meter

5001 N. Oakley
Chicago IL 60625

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

Sent:  Saturday, March 21, 2000 12:30 P
To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: Currency Exchange - Lincoln Square: OPPOSED

Please strike my name from this note when published in the public record.

From: (REDACTED

To: fpr.currencyexchange@i'IHnois.gov
Subject: Currency Exchange - Lincoln Square: OPPOSED
Date: Sat, 21 Mar 2009 12:28:09 -0500

To Whom It May Concern,

Lincoln Square is a community based on history, heritage, local shopping, and neighborhood events. The
addition of a currency exchange will bring undesirabie traffic to Lincoln Square - both in terms of volume and the
type of cliental that frequents such establishments, The customers who would be visiting this currency exchange
would largely be coming from other surrounding neighborhoods - not from within the boundaries of Lincoln
Square. This poses a safety concern for community residents,

I moved here just over a year ago and was largely drawn to Lincoln Square because of its unique community -
dedicated to maintaining a strong neighborhood/Main Street USA feel, Adding a currency exchange to the square
wifl make it look similar to all the other street corners around neighboring communities with ocbnoxious tighting,
signage, etc. I would much rather see a business that will benefit the members of the Lincoln Square community
open in that storefront.

Lastly, preserving the neighborhood on with Lincoin Square was built ensures that property values remain
steady/improve, other desirable businesses consider Lincoln Square when opening stores, our community
remains safe, etc,

§i ncerely,
REDACTED

Hotmail® is up to 70% faster. Now good news travels really fast. Find out more. |

Windows Live™ SkyDrive: Get 25 GB of free online storage. Check it out.

373172009



Micun, Thomas

From: sherri bourdage [admin@idopearls.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 21, 2009 10:27 AM
To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: Location of Currency Exhcange

I think a currency exchange would be very bad for this neighborhood. It is the first
impression people get of this great street and it would worgen the retail image.

I am a jewelry business owner and would be happy to relocate to this location or others on
the street...but not if there is a currency exchange in this location.

Sherri Bourdage
2210 W. Winnemac
Chicage IL 60625
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Micun, Thomas

From: DragonFly3234@aol.com

Sent:  Saturday, March 21, 2009 10:22 AM
To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subiject: (no subject)

Regarding the relocation of the currency exchange to the proposed location at Lincoin/Western and Lawrence, although
reduction of congestion is a primary goal, it should be noted that a currency exchange existed next to Walgreens on Lawrence
(almost diagonal from the current location) for years without the problems anticipated for the new location. There are so

many empty stores in Lincoln Square{especially between Lawrence and Leland), | would think the occupany of one of these
businesses would be welcome.

i also suspect that the majority of business to the currency exchange would be foot traffic. Perhaps the primary drawback to
the exchange at this site is the lack of "trendiness factor” it would bring to the entrance to the square. The more important issue
here is the number of empty stores. | always compare Lincoln Square to Andersonville{(Clark St.). Andersonville is filled with
unique shops and very few "for rent/sale" signs. Perhaps the focus should be on attracting more stores of the same quality as
Andersonville and filling some of the many empty spots at the Lincoln/Lawrence location. Thank you.

Lorraine Klabunde
4922 N. Leavitt St.
Chicago, IL 60625

A Good Credit Score is 700 or Above. See yours in just 2 easy steps!

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: Mary Pat [mary_fritzinger@sbcglobal.net]
Sent:  Saturday, March 21, 2009 7:51 AM

To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: Currency Exchage on Lawrence and Western

| sent the following e-mail to Alderman Schulter of the 47th Ward who is trying to block a proposed Currency
Exchange on Lawrence, Western and Lincoln. | hope you'll take my opinion into consideration. Thank you.

Dear Alderman Schulter:

I raised my eyebrows when { read in your recent Report that you wish to prevent a Currency Exchange on Lawrence, Lincoln and
Western. Traffic flow problems? Who would be using that currency exchange but people of limited income who couldn't afford a
checking account or someone wiring mail back home ? Surely most people like these would take the CTA. The location would also

be close to the Senior Center and the Social Security Office.

[ think the complaint is just a ploy fo keep the neighborhood "high end." There are still plenty of us here that use facilities like
currency exchanges. Don't count us out just because we don't fit the profile of the "Lincoln Square" cache. Instead of worrying
about traffic flow because of one Currency Exchange in a prominent and conveinent place in our community, you might want fo
consider the traffic problems of May and October fests, the Lincoln Square "Garden Walk", and the Lincoln Square "Wine
Craw!" (of all things). These and other events lead to real traffic flow problems.

Would you disalfow The Old Town School--and now a second Old Town School--because of traffic flow problems?

Sincerely,
Mary Pat Fritzinger

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: musiclikethis@sbcglobal.net
Sent:  Saturday, March 21, 2009 7:14 AM

To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: Please find a different location for the Currency Exchange

To whom it may concern:

[ believe the Currency Exchange should be located somewhere other than the Lawrence/Lincoln/Western corner. This
area should be filled by a small, independent business in keeping with the rest of Lincoln Square . This will help
alleviate a negative traffic impact and maintain the commitment of the rest of the square by replacing the former
jewelry store with another independent retail or restaurant business.

Thank you for your consideration,

Julia Storke
Resident of the 47th Ward

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: Paul Zalmezak [pzalmezak@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 4:41 PM

To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: New Western Wilson Currency Exchange Ltd

While I fully support the right of a Currency Exchange to operate in my neighborhood, and appreciate the
convenience of services they provide to residents of all income levels, I am opposed to it locating at the very key
six corners intersection of Lincoln, Western and Lawrence for the following reasons:

1. The site is prime for a locally owned business with a public focus such as a cafe or restaurant or bookstore
adjacent to Lincoln Square proper (the park).

2. Key intersection location should have long hours to serve the greatest number of individuals throughout the
day and should be a business that is highly supported and patronized by local / walk in customers

3. The nature of banks/currency exchanges is quick / convenience. This site is prime for a business that caters to
lingering customers,

4. Traffic generated by double parking to just "run in and withdraw cash" will aggravate an already very very
congested corner,

5. A community plan has been in process for several years that has identified the types of uses preferred.
Currency Exchange is not identified

6. A more suitable location for a currency exchange in this neighborhood is near a transit station or directly
adjacent to public parking / on street parking.

It would be a shame to tie up this prime location with this use at a time when the neighborhood is on the verge
of building off of the successes of Lincoln Avenue south of Lawrence and to hopefully duplicate it at the
intersection and north of Lawrence.

Please consider another location for this business.

Thank you,

Paul Zalmezak
Lincoln Square/Ravenswood Resident.

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: J. Krupka [jak_api@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 4:32 PM

To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: Currency Exchange at Lawrence/LincolnfWestern

I'm for it. We need another CE in the neighborhood, besides the one at Wilson and Western.

Tn my experience, CEs usually attract foot traffic. Anyone pulling up to THAT corner without parking in a legal space
would be putting their vehicle at risk; if patrons park in a legal space on the cobblestone square, it would be a short-
term visit, which is what those parking spaces accommodate. Perhaps there will be more patrons for the other
businesses on the Square because of the CE.

Finally, the likelihood of a "unique and independently-owned" business may not be in the cards in the near future for
this location. However, perhaps the CE could be held to a stricter, more LS-like design architecturally.

Thank you.

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: Loreen Strasser [loreenstrasser@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 4:26 PM

To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: Western Wilson Currency Exchange

It has come to my attention that there is a plan proposed to relocate the Western Wilson Currency Exchange Ltd to the
intersection of Lawrence, Lincoln, and Western. As a resident of this neighborhood I am opposed to this location due
the already high amount of traffic congestion at this intersection. There has to be a location that would be more
conducive to the quick drop-in nature of this business. Furthermore, the proposed location is where many restuarants
and local merchants are located; aestetically a currency exchange is a horrible addition. I'd like to see the continued
growth of the former type of businesses in this area, and if I were considering putting a restaurant in Lincoln Square I
certainly wouldn't want to be next to a currency exchange, nor would I want to be in an area with horrible congestion. 1
hope that this location is still up for "negotiation."

Thank you-
Loreen Strasser

4342 N. Leavitt St.
Chicago, 11 60618

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: amy williamson [afewiliamson@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 4:25 PM
To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: No currency exchange at the intersection of Lawrence, Lincoln, and Western

A currency exchnage does not belong at the the intersection of Lawrence, Lincoln, and Western. This is the anchor

spot for a unique shopping destination in the city and it doesn't belong there. Also, a currency exchange supports a lot
of quick, in and out transactions and parking is already ridiculous at this corner.

Thank you.

A.F. Williamson

Lincoln Square/47th ward resident
afewilliamsonévahoo.com

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: Christopher Miskowicz [skiipole @att.net]
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 4:10 PM

To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Subject: no to the currency exchange

Hello,

I 'live in the 47th ward and would like to express my disapproval of the proposal to locate a currency exchange at the
corner of Western and Lawrence. It was sad to see the jewelry shop close down but I was looking forward to seeing
what new business would be taking its place in such a high profile location. The greatest feature of Lincoln Square is
the variety of businesses that cater to the needs of the people who live nearby; a butcher shop, bakery, coffee shops, a
deli, record store and gift shops. I fear that locating a currency exchange on that corner would not make the best use of
that location nor would it offer much to the residents of the neighborhood.

Thank you,
Christopher Miskowicz

3/31/2009
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Micun, Thomas

From: Craig & Sharon [crash42@shbcglobal.net]
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 3.46 PM

To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

Ce: Alderman Gene Schulter

Subject: 47th Ward Currency Exchange

To Whom It May Concern:

This is regarding the proposed relocation of the New Western Wilson Currency Exchange Ltd to
the intersection of Lawrence, Lincoln, and Western. As a member of this community, I am
opposed to the currency exchange being located at this intersection.

This Lincoln Square intersection has the potential to be charming, unique and continue to draw
a diverse and vibrant community to the area. The anchor stores can further that goal by being
independently owned and visually appealing, or they can detract from that image. In my view,
a currency exchange would do the iatter.

Further, it is my belief that currency exchanges often serve to exploit the poor. People with
limited incomes should be offered bank accounts with minimal deposits and no fees, not the
alternative of currency exchanges that charge them a percentage of ever meager check they
cash. As a geriatric social worker, I have seen currency exchange staff take advantage of the
confusion of the elderly and mentally ill to overcharge them. While I am not making any
allegation regarding this particular currency exchange, I believe this type of business has
great potential for exploitation than a bank where the staff are better supervised and held to a
higher level of accountability.

I believe our community can do better.
Sincerely,
Sharon Dornberg-Lee

4949 N, Winchester Ave.
Chicago, IL 60640

Craig & Sharon
crash49@sbceglobal.net

3/31/2009



Micun, Thomas

From: cactus1204@aol.com

Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 3:44 PM

Cc: sulock@hotmail.com; plock@solocom.us
Subject: Currency Exchange on Lawrence & Western

Dear Sir:

I have been a resident of Lincoln Sguare for 16 years and feel that there are
plenty of similar shops in the area-one on Wilson & Western and another near Lawrence &
Ashland. The congestion and eyesore that a shop such as this causes is not in keeping
with the other elements of Lincoln Square-especially on such a premier corner.

I was a Irequent client of Avdich jewelers and was friendly with the owners and am happy
for them but sad to see them close. The currency exchange does not offer the same type of
buginess relationship. The customers/clients are more fleeting and transient due to the
nature of business. T feel that the needs of the community may be better served by
another business. Thank you for vour consideration of this matter. °

Maria I.. Wanamaker



Micun, Thomas

From: patricia mamantov [pmamantov@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 3:33 PM
To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

I do not like the idea of a currency exchange located at the corner of Lincoln and Western
in Lincoln Square.
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Micun, Thomas

From: CAlbrit123@aol.com

Sent; Friday, March 20, 2009 3:13 PM
To: FPR, Currency-Exchange
Subject: opposed to Lawrence, Lincoln, Western Currency Exchange

I would like to offer my opposition to the proposed currency exchange at the corner of Lawrence, Lincoln and Western. That
corner is already an eyesore and nothing, NOTHING will make it worse than a currency exchange. Our community deserves to
promote the kind of businesses that add value to the neighborhood. Currency exchanges may be a necessary evil, but fo locate
one at this highly visible corner will detract from the community. There are a number of banks directly in that vicinity. People
have access to currency exchanges elsewhere in the community. Just take a look at all the currency exchanges in Chicago,
They have tacky neon signs, and add nothing to the ambience of the community. The clientele they cater to, is not what Lincoln
Square is all about. It's a family friendly neighborhood. There's a reason they have bullet proof glass and limited space pass
through for their customers. The City should be promoting the safely and reliability of banking, not the custom of check cashing
at outrageous fees and carrying all your maoney in your pocket. PLEASE do not allow this business to locate in that spot.

Christine Albritton
3914 N. Hermitage

3/31/2009



Micun, Thomas

From: Kimberly Hines [trueblueodie@shcglobal.net]
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 3:06 PM
To: FPR, Currency-Exchange

I agree that a currency located on this corner would not carry out the tone of the
shopping district that is coming in.

I would like it to move to the neighborhood but in a different location.

Thanks.
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Micun, Thomas

From: Todd Lido [toddlido@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 2:59 PM
To: FPR, Currency-Exchange
Subject: No Currency Exchanges

As a resident of and professional employed in Chicago's 47th Ward, I am against the placement of a Currency
Exchange at the intersection of Lawrence and Western Avenues,

For that matter, I am also against the Currency Exchange remaining at Wilson and Western. These predatory
lenders should be outlawed entirely. Their lending practices create insurmountable debt for the less fortunate
who rely on their services to feed their families. It's a despicable practice and has no place in our community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Todd Lido
4640 N. Campbell Ave,
Chicago, IL 60625

Hotmail® is up to 70% faster. Now good news travels really fast. Find out more.

3/31/2009
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RAVENSWOOD BANK

March 20, 2009 RE@ E VE@

1linois Department of Financial and Professional MAR 2 4 2009
Regulation (IDFPR)

Division of Financial Institutions FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
Currency Exchange Section CURRE@CH. CHICAGO

122 8. Michigan Ave., Ste. 1900
Chicago, 11, 60603

Re: Proposed Lawrence-Lincoln-Western Currency Exchange

We fully concur with Alderman Gene Schulter. While there are approximately six hundred
currency exchange offices in Illinois providing useful services to business and consumers,
relocating a currency exchange in this intersection will certainly negatively impact this area for
several reasons.

Traffic is already congested in the Lincoln Square corridor and parking is severely limited
prompting merchants and their patrons to request. permission to occasionally use our parking
facilities during non-banking hours. As an accommodation, we do at times allow others to use our
lot when we believe this will help enhance the retail, cultural and dining experience of those
frequenting Lincoln Square restaurants and retailers.

The commercial heart of Lincoln Square is located at the intersection of Lawrence, Western and
Lincoln Avenues. Lincoln Avenue south east of this intersection is home to a wide variety of
restaurants and shops. The area is historically known as a heavily German influenced and
populated neighborhood and while the neighborhood is home to a number of German businesses,
reflecting Chicago’s growing cultural diversity, you are just as likely to see shops catering to Thai
or Middle Eastern cultures as well. We welcome these businesses as our neighbors but we believe
a currency exchange will detract from the charm of Lincoln Square and many of the services
provided by currency exchanges are already available from four different banks in the immediate
area, often at a reduced cost. We strongly recommend that the owners. of the relocating currency

“exchange accept Alderman Schulter’s offer to help locate a more suitable location for this
business and we respectively :suggest that your office not iock with favor on the relocaiion
request. Alderman Schulter secks to preserve the Lincoln Square ambiance and we continue to
support him and our neighbors in these efforts.

Very truly yours,
Ronald W, Tragasz
-Eﬁeéﬁﬁve Vice Presidént énd -C.0.0.
C C Al;:l;arman Gene Schulter
RWT:nb
2300 West Lawrence Avenue ¢ Chicago, Illinois 60625-1914 « (773) 907-8100  Fax (773) 907-8184

www.ravenswoodbank.com Member FDIC %
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IDFPR

Division of Financial Institutions
Currency Exchange Section

122 S. Michigan Ave., Ste. 1900
Chicago, IL 60603

Jason Kreke

Karen King

2524 W. Wilson
Chicago, Illinois 60625

This is concerning the proposed Currency Exchange to be placed on the corner of Lawrence,
Western, and Lincoln in Lincoln Square. We live In Lincoln Square, and we are both
adamantly opposed to this proposal and steadfastly stand against this proposal. The issues
have been made clear: the lack of parking, the increase in traffic, etc. However, it is more
than just a logistical inconvenience for residents. This is the north face of Lincoln Square.
There is a beautiful iron gateway that welcomes people to this “*most European” of Chicago’s
neighborhoods. A business that goes here should refiect the nature and charm of the area.
Unforfunately, a Currency Exchange does not do this. The intersection surrounding this
building is already fairly blighted, with a crumbling building holding a run-down Walgreens,
an another abandoned building next to it, several other empty store fronts on further West
on Lawrence. Indeed, there are plenty of places between Western and Kedzie that are
empty and could use a Currency Exchange. What is even more puzzling is that there is a
Currency Exchange already at Western and Wilson, only a couple of blocks away. With the
rise of Internet-based banking, the need for a Currency Exchange is diminishing. It use to
provide a needed service, but in this day many of its offerings are outdated. In a couple of
years, when it closes, what will then happen to the space? Why not have something with a
long-term plan to build the neighborhood to attract more businesses? As the north face of
Lincoin Square, a business should invite other businesses in and day that this is a place that
people come to gather and a place that businesses should locate. This is done wonderfully
on the south end. However, coming from the north by Lawrence, there isn’t much to show,
save for an upscale café and an Italian eatery. I fear that these businesses will be
negatively impacted by this decision.

The people of Lincoln Square deserve to have something better in this location.

31?1'%% ;

Jason Kreke

Karen King MAR 2 8 2@5.3
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IDFPR

Division of Financial Institutions
Currency Exchange Section
122 8. Michigan Ave., Ste. 1900
Chicago, IL 60603

Wednesday, March 25, 2009

Attn. illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation: FPR.CurrencyExchange@minois.gov

[ wouid like to express my concern for the proposed Western Wilson Currency Exchange Ltd relocating to
the intersection of Lawrence, Lincoln, and Western, Chicago, IL, 60625. Below please find the following

issues with relocation of this business into our Lincoln Square neighborhood.

* Locating a Currency Exchange on that corner will take away the aesthetic gateway and hide the unique
shopping and dining experience from the tens of thousands that pass by daily.

* This area is already too congested from traffic. This type of business will only further negatively impact
this corner, accomplishing the opposite of what is desired for a commercial district.

* There are not enough parking spaces for individuals who wish to shop and dine in the neighborhood as is.
Patrons of a currency exchange will use vital parking spaces that will not necessarily add to the foot traffic
of the neighborhood needed to grow current businesses contributing to the flavor and culture of our
neighborhood.

* Potential customers seeking out businesses in our area will ultimately avoid Lincoln Square and seek
instead areas with easier access.

* There are other, more suitable commercial properties nearby where the Currency Exchange could move
that would be still be profitable for them and not so detrimental to the main retail corridor of Lincoln Square.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my concemns in this important matter.

Sincerely,

N

Chnstie Hahn
2439 West Leland Avenue, #1
Chicago, iL 60625
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